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Management:
Cockroaches may enter the house from outside, in
infested containers or from adjoining buildings or apart-
ments.  To keep them out, all cracks passing through
walls and floors, or cracks leading to spaces behind
baseboards and door frames, should be filled with putty
or plastic wood.  Be sure to check areas where water
and steam pipes enter the building.  When you bring in
baskets, bags, etc., look for cockroaches that may be
hiding in them and destroy any you find.

In the kitchen, keeping food in tightly sealed contain-
ers, rinsing cans and bottles before depositing them in
the recycle bin and wrapping or containerizing all edible
garbage waste tightly will be helpful.  Transferring gar-
bage to outdoor containers often will also reduce food
sources for the roaches.

Bait traps with boric acid are considered least toxic
products.  Combat or Maxforce are examples.  For the
German cockroach, traps containing an aggregation
pheromone are available.  They give better results than
sticky traps without the pheromone.  Boric acid dust
may also be applied to wall voids, which are sealed
during initial construction of buildings, and it remains
effective for years if it does not get wet. Entire apartment
buildings may need to be treated by trained specialists.
Choose those using least toxic methods.  If insecticides
are used, make limited applications in areas where
roaches hide.  To find hiding places, enter a dark room
quietly, turn on the lights, and watch where roaches run.

They typically hide beneath kitchen sinks and under and
behind appliances.
[Much of this information has been taken from Bulletin #74,
“Pest Management Around the Home” published by Cornell
University.]
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“This publication contains pesticide recommendations.  Changes in
pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are still
possible.  Some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and
some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or
applied in New York State must be registered with the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions
concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in
New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell
Cooperative Extension specialist or your regional DEC office (631)
444-0340.  Read the label before applying any pesticide.  Cornell
Cooperative Extension and its employees assume no liability for the
effectiveness or results of any chemicals for pesticide usage.  No
endorsement of products is made or implied.”


